History
breathes
life into

| tourism

By SHELLEY
SPENCER

A CONTEMPORARY
look at the lives of two
souls buried in Long-
ford’s Christ Church
graveyard formed a
unique theatrical ex-
perience yesterday.

The event, aimed at
creating a new way to
promote tourism in the
region, was a collabor-
ation between the Uni-
versity of Tasmania
and the community.

It saw actors Jane
Johnson and David
Quinn perform a mono-
logue that explored the
lives of Mary Ann Wise
and Zimiram Youran,
whose graves were the
backdrop to the per-
formances.

Community Place
and Heritage Research
Unit coordinator Anne
Fitzgerald said the
event was inspired by
the self-guided grave-

yard tours the univer-
sity had developed.

“It was an oppor-
tunity to see what it
would feel like to em-
body some of the
characters that are
buried here,” Mrs
Fitzgerald said.

“We took the re-
search that was done
and tried to help a
contemporary listener
imagine what someone
living then might have
felt.

“Imagine how im-

Actor Jane Johnson at the grave of Mary Ann Wise (left) at Longford’s

Christ Church.

portant the Church
was to them and how
the class system im-
pacted on their lives.”

Mrs Fitzgerald said

the stories they had
uncovered were of in-

ternational signifi-
cance.
“Its potential for

growing tourism in this
region is boundless,”
she said.

Community place
and heritage research
unit professor Henry
Reynolds said the his-
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tory was the inspi-
ration.

“As well as enjoying
the beauty of
Tasmania, today’s
tourists are seeking
meaningful experi-
ences,” Prof. Reynolds
said.

“The many layers of
history in the area we
refer to as the Heritage
Highway make it a per-
fect place to create
these experiences, with
well researched and
presented products.”




